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A century ago, six species of sturgeon

tive to the Danube River Basin.
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Today, five are critically endangered and

one already extinct - action plans t

) con-

serve this species cannot be postponed.
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2013: International Year
of Water Cooperation

As the UN focuses a spotlight on water cooper-
ation, we examine the ICPDR’s successful coop-
eration with partners across the Danube River

Basin.
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In December 2010,
the United Nations
General Assembly
declared 2013 as
the United Nations
International Year
of Water Coope-

Inkerngeiondl Year of
qu;er Cooperq{;ion :.ationi; ;:r:.e rbiec-

national Year is to raise awareness, both on the potential for
increased cooperation, and on the challenges facing water
management in light of the increase in demand for water ac-
cess, allocation and services.

The year also aims to highlight the history of successful inter-
national water cooperation initiatives. Therefore, Danube Watch
takes a look at one of the most important examples of such an
initiative: the ICPDR. We wanted to see our work and achieve-
ments through the eyes of partners and friends from past and
present — and so we asked a simple question: what makes the
ICPDR excel in international water cooperation for you?

“Partnering with the ICPDR greatly amplifies our water protection
and conservation efforts in all of our Danube countries as we pursue
sustem-wide sustainability goals.”

“The tnvolvement of the ICPDR in our
Stakeholders” Forum helped us wnder-
stand the tmportance of public partici-

pation in a decision-making process.”
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“The ICPDR s a binding link between all water-related Priority
Aveas of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region and therefore a
key strategic partner for Priority Area 06.”

“To work on the implementation of
the Danube Convention in Moldova
wnder the aegis of the ICPDR
was for nie like gainnig advanced
o o o
environmental  knowledge at an
iternational wiiversity”

“Due to the work of the ICPDR, floodplain restoration, fish pas-
sages and sturgeon conservation bave become issues of basin-wide
cooperation.”

“The ICPDR 15 world renowned for its leadership in viver basin
cooperation. Through the partnership with the IRF, we will work to-
wards exiending the reach of the ICPDR and champion best practice
river basin wanagenent i Europe and beyond.”



“What is essential basin-wide? The legal basis. the willingness to

cooperaie, a common understanding of terms, and actual acting.

ICPDR put all this mto reality!”

“Having been involved in the Danube
cooperation development for ages, I had
the privilege of witnessing the evolution
of a river basin cooperation, stakebolder
involventent and institutional developinent
that earned international recognition.”

“Many aspects of cooperation under the ICPDR winbrella are also
applied in bilateral cooperation and at the national level. Experien-
cing this belped me a lot in national activities concermng public
participation processes i the RENMP [River Basin Management
Plan] elaboration.”

Cooperation on an international

scale is the only way to address the
region's pressures, such as the irrup-
tions to river and habitat continuity
faced by Danube sturgeons and other
migratory species. Fold out to see a
map of the current obstacles in the
Danube River Basin.

“The ICPDR io me Is a true role model
for how to deal with different cultures and
econoniic levels in the Danube region. In
m function I am facing similar challenges;
working with the ICPDR is therefore most
mspiring.”

“We were inspired by the ICPDR s efforts and capacity in garnering

the caoperation of the people and countries along the Danube. We
are grateful for the agreement to mamtain this cooperation, which
1will benefit both the Danibe and the Sungar Perak Rivers.”

“Through our twinning programme with the ICPDR, we were em-

powered. 1o (mprove some of our mitiatives such as the development
of awareness through the Orange Senqu River Learning Box, or
monitoring of river bealth through the Joint Basin Survey”

“Good policy is based on sound scientific
evidence. The cooperation between our two
institutions ensures that the management
of the Danube River considers both science
and society.”
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